This paper analyzes the evolution of tourist structures with functions of tourist accommodation in the eights development regions of Romania Romania. Given the financial crisis, the differences between regions in terms of tourism infrastructure have accentuated. Investments to modernize tourist infrastructure and resorts can certainly revive tourism in many regions, which in its turn can help the economic growth of the area.
Introduction
In Romania, the domestic tourism expenditure reached 738 million Euros, and the international tourism expenditure reached 279 million Euros. According to regions, Romania reached a record along with Germany, the country in which one of the regions is visited at a rate of 97% by its own residents. The values of overnight stays in accommodation structures situated the South-West Oltenia region on the last place in the ranking of regions according to this indicator, the South-East region, Centre region and North-West region traditionally occupying the first places.
There are a number of socio-economic processes and phenomena in Romanian balneary tourism development strategy that will determine the development of this type of tourism on medium and long-term.
Aging of western European populations is an important growth potential for balneary resorts in Romania who would like to embark on this market: in 2030, people over 60 will account for more than a quarter of the French population, compared to 20% today; neither Germany nor the Nordic countries can manage to provide generational renewal; in 2030, people over 60 will represent 37% of the German population and 30% of the Nordic countries population; the purchasing power of people over 50 years is 30% higher than other age groups, seniors hold over 50% of the net income of households in Western Europe.
An analysis concerning the situation of overnight stays in tourist accommodation structures in the development regions in Romania
To increase the attractiveness of regions and, thus, to attract new customers, it is necessary to move from a balneary resort, often focused on rheumatic diseases and various treatments, to the global resort centered on fight against aging, through an opening to a clientele aged between 50 and 65, who today rarely come in balneary resorts, continuing at the same time to rely on the fundamental component represented by thermal water. Some national officers from EU countries also consider that priority should be given to medical diversification of balneary offer.
An analysis of the situation of overnight stays in tourist accommodation structures in the development regions in Romania, during 2005 Romania, during -2010 , is shown below (Table no. 1): Table 1 . Overnight stays in tourist accommodation structures in the development regions in Romania (no. of persons) Figure 1 shows the evolution of the number of overnight stays in tourist accommodation structures in Romania, by development regions. Local authorities are tasked to ensure efficient infrastructures in their territory: roads, sewerage, waste management and restoration of heritage buildings facades, development of sport, recreation activities, animation and promotion. It is desirable, as appropriate, that the land allowing the development of resorts be granted to major investors by central or local public authorities. Private investors should be interested to invest in accommodation structures (hotels and residences for rent) with integrated treatment. To do this:
Region
it is necessary to find long-term resources with bonus interests and loan guarantees through a guarantee fund; assessment of actions in the development plan is indicated (their cost, the implementation, partners); obtain operating grants: research and advice, salary of a tourist resort animator, the cost of operation of tourist information centers located in resorts and so on. Regarding the tourist accommodation capacity available in the 8 development regions, related to the total domestic value for several reference years in the period 1990-2011, it is noted the low share of Oltenia region in terms of number of accommodation structures domestically, this standing on places 6 and 7 in reference years concerned, after South-East region and Centre region, which recorded the highest values. Figure no. 3 shows the evolution of tourist accommodation structures in the eight development regions: Development and growth of tourism activity in a region can be measured by an increase of the number of superior accommodation units, mainly the hotels. As can be seen, the number of hotels has increased by 32.25% during 2005-2011. Regarding the share of accommodation places available in the South-West Oltenia region in their national total, although the percentage increased significantly from 2005 to 2011, by 24.5%, the region still occupies the last place in the ranking, with the fewest accommodation places compared to other development regions of the country. Thus, in 2011, the first place is occupied by the South-East region with a percentage of 34.32% of the total nationwide accommodation places, followed by the Centre region with 16.29%, North-West region with 10. 21%, SouthMuntenia region with 8.66%, West region with 8.49%, North-East region with 7.87%, Bucharest-Ilfov with 7.57% and South-West Oltenia with 6.56% Nationally, the share of accommodation places had, with slight fluctuations, an upward slope by 2010, increasing by just over 10 percent. Instead, in 2011, due to the amplification of economic crisis, the decrease of accommodation places was rapid, by 10.64%, practically descending below the threshold reached in 2005 (278.503 places). We must note, however, the increase of the number of accommodation places in the South-West Oltenia region by 11.35%, both amid the more pronounced economic crisis and amid the general nationwide decrease of the accommodation places.
Nationally, between 2005 and 2011, the capacity in operation increased by approximately 25%, due to the general increase of capacities in operation in the regions. Moreover, in 2011, when the South-West Oltenia region achieved its highest growth in the last seven years, at 12.6%, it was able to advance the growth of other regions: West region (6.78%), Bucharest-Ilfov region (-4.75%), South-Muntenia region (4.68%), North-East region (1%), Centre region (10.3%), North-West region (8.89% ), less the South-East region (13.83%).
An important indicator of the profitability of accommodation spaces is the net use index of tourist accommodation capacity in operation, expressing the relationship between accommodation capacity in operation and its effective use by tourists, in a given period. Thus, by dividing the total overnight stays to the tourist accommodation capacity in operation during 2000-2011, an oscillating evolution, especially a downward evolution resulted of this division in the latter part of the period. The access infrastructure to underdeveloped tourist areas, not modernized and with inadequate technical equipment tourist facilities, lead to a decreased use index of capacities in operation. Another explanation may be given by the economic crisis at the end of 2008, which seriously affected the tourism activity and hence the accommodation.
Looking at the oscillating evolution of the net use index of tourist accommodation capacity in operation in each region, it was found that not even 50% of the total accommodation capacity in operation was achieved during this period.
Conclusions
Challenges facing the tourism sector in the Romanians region demonstrate how important it is to anticipate changes and timely respond to increasing competition in this evolving sector.
Tourism development priorities in the South-West Oltenia region aim the medium and long-term development of a complex tourist offer throughout the region that maximize the existing natural and human resources, in line with environmental and heritage conservation. In the long run, this will help increase the standard of living of people, particularly of specific groups with lower chances of reintegration into the labor market (people made redundant from industry, the elderly, and so on).
The regional strategy implementation must be achieved through an active partnership between public authorities, businesses and Romanian and foreign private investors, with the involvement of the employers federation in the sector and professional associations.
An important aspect of sustainable development of tourism in the South-West Oltenia region, considered by us of a primary importance, is the professional training, training of specialized personnel in tourism, together with its increasing motivation, which would contribute significantly to improving the service quality. One can rightfully speak of a career in tourism.
